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PREFACE

In this digital and globalized era, language has an essential role in both real and cyber worlds. Due
to this fact, scholars and researchers are continually trying to explore the language used in both worlds.
Apprehending the situation, since 2010 the English Department of Petra Christian University has
conducted Language in the Online and Offline World (LOOW) conference, a sighature biennial conference,
to address the issues of the use of online and offline languages in reciprocal relation with individuals,
society, and culture.

This LOOW 6 conference held at Petra Christian University on May 8-9, 2018 adopts the theme:
The Fortitude. Just like the word “fortitude” which signifies “mental and emotional strength in facing
difficulty, danger, or temptation courageously”, the objective of the conference is to challenge teachers,
researchers, and scholars dealing with the use of languages in the field of education, business
communication, media, and cultural studies to have mental and emotional strength in confronting the
hazards and struggles of the online and offline languages used in those fields. Related to the theme, the
proceedings of LOOW 6 contain articles and research papers of assorted topics of various issues on
language as well as media and cultural studies. The conference presents keynote speakers from Korea,
Malaysia, and Indonesia. Through the distinctive topics presented in the parallel and plenary sessions by
knowledgeable teachers, researchers, and scholars from various backgrounds, hopefully the LOOW 6
proceedings give enlightenment and new perspective to boldly confront the impact of the online and
offline language use.

On behalf of the organizing committee, | would like to express my genuine appreciation to all the
plenary and featured speakers who are willing to share their invaluable expertise and knowledge in this
conference. Also, my profound gratitude is addressed to all the presenters and participants who have
contributed to the success of the conference.

Eventually, this LOOW 6 conference may end, but | hope it could shed light upon us all forever,
just like the proverb which says, “as iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend”.

Surabaya, May 08, 2018

Dr. Nani Indrajani Tjitrakusuma
Chairperson of the Organizing Committee
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