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Abstract

There 15 a oommon, bul mistaken, assumpbion that
lexnguage teaching should best be placed in the hands of
natyre speakers. Although the misperception of the superiority
of native speaker teachers has been challenged in the
professional ELT Literature, many continie to bold fast on thas
rmisguided beliel, oflen resulting in discrminatory practices
towarcls non-rmtnee speaking teachers, The purpose of thas
paper 1a to rase greater swareness among stakeholders about
this ssue, so that they can maks mone informead decisions
aboutl hinng and pedagogical practeees. We first look closely ot
cutrent practices that swathngly or umaattingly support  and
ecacerbate the ideology of natrve speakerism and then ofler
some suggestions on how ELT professionals can promote non-
mdifrve  speaker teachers’  prolessional credhlnbty. We also
propose a set of gualities that all tenchers, regardless of their
Bnguage or peographical backgrounds, should have.
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