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FOREWORD BY THE RECTOR

In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious and The Most Merciful.

First of all T would like to thank all of the contributors of this proceedings of The
International Seminar on Character Education-2011(The ISCE-2011). The common
theme that ties the contributions in this edition together is Character Education, which is
applied toward several different ends. Some of these contributors discuss Character
Education in terms of the theories, some discuss its application in different disciplines,
and some even discuss how to make it work in classes.

The papers in this special volume follow in the tradition established by the previous
National Seminar on Character Education held early this year at the University of
Muhammadiyah Surabaya, questioning assumptions regarding how educators can make
character educational Systems more operational. This particular volume, however, is
more focused and limited. Still, the papers selected are representatives of various
disciplines that are applicable in terms of education in general,

Beyond the description and theoretical elaboration of different views, the papers
successfully reveal the standard genres of Character Education for educators and
practitioners. That is to say that they systematically explain how the different systems
approach the common problem of interpreting  Charater  Education.  The
central message of the papers in this volume, therefore, is to suggest one common ground
to the teaching of character which is commonly difficult to interpret from what the
textbooks usually suggest. In most final parts of their discussion, the authors conclude

that educators, teachers, and stakeholders should take the findings into account when

preparing for their teaching-learning process. Explicitly, they suggest some more

applicable steps rather than uncritically following some more general views included in

many sources.

More broadly, the conclusions they reach regarding Character Education written in

English could also offer the suggested ideas for speakers of other languages other than

Indonesian the findings related to Character Education and how to conform such findings

when preparing for the teaching learning process. This issue, therefore, truly reflects the

international nature of ISCE-2011 Proceedings and Journals, with articles—though under

some certain circumstances they are separated—from Kristen Bauer (US Consulate in

Surabaya); Maren Salzer, M.Ed. (Germany); lan Chalmers, Ph.D. (Curtin University,

Australia); and Denis Marchant, Ph.D. (Kingston University, UK).

~ Those who cannot get the hard copy of this issue, can get the soft copy of the articles by

visiting our websites: www.umsby.co.id or www.fkipumsby.co.id or making request to:

isce@um-surabaya.ac.id. We're looking forward to hearing from you,

All praises be to Allah, the Cherisher of the worlds.

Gratefully Yours,

Prof. Dr. Zainuddin maliki, M‘.Si.
The Rector
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Improving Young Learners’ Communication Skill Through English
Extracurricular Activities

YULI CHRISTIANA YOEDO
Petra Christian University, Surabaya

Abstract ; Improving young learners’ communication skills nowadays is not an easy job for teachers. The limitations of
time and the obligation to finish certain materials really inhibit teachers' creativities. Besides, the materials might not be
challenging for studenis. One effective way fo resolve this problem is by providing English extracurricular activities. The
reason s because teachers have more authority to choose the materials. This paper is focused on the printed materials to
be used and the activities to be done during the process. Printed materials are used here because so far the English tests
center on the reading comprehension. The writer offers materials, among others, brochures, recipes, folk tales, story books, -
comics, letters, posters, song lyrics communication games, children s books, anecdotes, and magazines, The activities
include predicting, previewing, role playing, practicing oral reading, giving presentation, retelling, actlve listening, acting,
singing and poster making. The activities are individual, small group, pair work or all class activities. The materials and
activities are suggested for the fifth grade students of Elementary School. The writer assumes that studenis at this level
have mastered more vocabularies comparing to students of the lower levels, Besides, in general, school will give the fifth
grade students a chance to get involved in extracurricular activifies, The sixth grade students are not allowed to participate
in any extracurricular activities anymore since they focus to study UNAS materials, Teachers should choose the materials
and activities which are suitable for their students' levels of English proficiency. Ideally, one class consists of students with
the same level of proficiency in order to get the maximum result Theoretically, after discussing all the materials and doing
all the activitles, at least, studenis get iwo benefits, They do not only Improve thelr communication skills but they also enjoy

reading.

-

Keywords: imprave, young learner, communication skills, extracurricular activities

I. Introduction
Teachers often meet obstacles to improve young learners’ communication skills due to the obligation to finish

materials which have been determined in a limited time. The school materials might not be challenging for students. One
effective way to resolve this problem is by providing English extracurricular activities. The reason is because teachers have
more authority to choose the materials, Although the time allotment for English extracurricular activities is limited, these
kinds of activitics can be effective tools to improve young leamers' communication skills, Communication skills here
mean, in Lynch’s view (1996), the abilities to communicate facts, opinions and emotions, If the materials and the activities
are appropriate, maximum result will be achieved, Ideally, one class consists of students not more than twenty with the
same level of proficiency in order to get the maximum result, Besides improving the communication skills, the activities
are expected to be able to make the students enjoy reading.

For those purposes teachers choose printed materials and assign their students to read every week. By doing so
it is expected that the students' reading habit is growing and their réading skills are improving, As Mikulecky (1990) note;
that “reading improves with practice” (p. 13). Printed materials are used here because so far the English tests center on the
reading comprehension.

Materials such as brochures, recipes, folk tales, story books, comics, letters, posters, song |
games, children’s books, anecdotes, and magazines are necessary to use, These materll)als will reﬁlﬂl::lf:gr:::\igﬁg}
imagination and creativity. 1t s also important to provide students with materials which make them love and respect God
family, country, other people, themselves and theit environment, In short, teachers should find materials which help th i
students become better people no:h only become more knowledgeable ones, LS

Tn order to improve the students’ communication skills, the writer suggests '
include predicting, previewing, role playing, practicing oral reading, giving prosentga%ion. r'::ﬁ::lg 8:21‘;358;5;:;1 amlvtiit 2
singing and poster making, The activities are individual, small group, paik work or all class activities i

The materials and activities above are suggested for the fifth grade students of Elemem‘ar School. The wri
assumes that students at this level have mastered more vocabularies comparing to students at the lowzr levef B qdwnt?r
general, school will give the fifth grade students a chance to get involved in extracurricular activities ’Ihs‘ i::}: es.(;n
students are not allowed to participate in any extracurricular activities anymore since they focus to stud t.JNA; ; t 'glra i

The writer recommends the materials and activities above in the light of the following chnrabc':teri ti maf ;na i
fifth grade students of Elementary School learn. According to Harmer (2003), the characteristics are as fO]lO‘:I:s il

- Students can easily lose interest.

- They focus on themselves

- The students’ favorite topics are their own lives,

- They need individual attention and appreciation from the teacher,

- They are enthusiastic and curious to leam about the world around them,
- They learn through what they see and hear

A variety of materials are provided and ample room for different activitie i
sto b

students engagcd. A? soon as the students get bored, teachers will move on to the other nc\;ta:lﬂ?d or activity. N

teach'm ‘wnll also. give fhenr studeflls mgch freedom to be creative because children love discoveri th‘y' i o_nly o

imagination, making things, drawing things, doing physical movement or singing (Harmer, 200;;“%8 l];lag;il :1::1%28}})3;;

g place is given to keep the
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s that students’ ereativity blossoms when teachers appreciate new ideas or allow their every single student (o be
:mln addition, the leaming process does not only happen in the same classroom, students can do the activities in
creative.

Jaces, such as hotels, supermarkets, school garden or other places. Moreover, teachers may assign their students to
m Smh ﬂ;eir mobile phones or computers, not only pens and papers,

Besides providing various materials and activities, teachers need to create ang sustain positive classroom
mosphere. According to Harmer (2003) for that purpose, teachers should _do the following things. In the first p!acc.
¢ chers should create a supportive and cooperative environment to suit the various leamer types. One of lh.° oqunpleg & by
o feedback and correction just at the right moment. Secondly, teachers should establish yood relationships with all
:lnva:i':m 5o they can work together either individually or in groups. This can be gmmly enhanced when tcuchc‘rs pay llluc
same attention to all the students in their classes, not only to certain students. Thirdly, teachers show much. interest in
English and all the activities. Fourthly, Teachers allow students to move around as loqg as they ‘do not dufturb oth'::r
students. Fifthly, teachers have 1o choose topics which are interesting and relevant to their students' experience to make

their students become totally involved or take part with enthusiasm Sixthtly, teachers do not mind giving any information
to the students concerning the tasks given as long as it is tolerable,

Seventhly, teachers are open to students’ opinion concerning the m!ucrlnl. purpose, topic and activities,
Eighthly, teachers use a picce of music because it can provide amusement and learning. Meanwhile to make the clnssroc?m
communicative, Nunan (1989) suggests that the teacher has to play his three main rolcs.. T!m first is (o perform as a
facilitator of the communicative process, the second is to perform as a participant, and the third is to perform as an observer
and leamer. The different roles of the teacher will make students feel closer to him and feel free to express themselves.

1L Material and Activities

Communication between teacher and students should be built since the first mcc.tins. _ I
(http://www.ndt-ed.org/TeachingResources/Classroom Tips/Goal_Setting.htm) The first thing to do is communicating the

goals, objectives, activities and materials to the students. The purpose is not just giving ideas but also accepting ideas so
that collective agreement can be achieved.

However, before starting the discussion, the teacher needs to convince his students of the benefits of having
these materials and activities. Of course, the teacher must be willing to give up what is not accepted by the students,
Through discussion, the teacher will really know the students’ interest. In this case the studcpls’ intercgt bcco:pcs very
important because “students’ motivation for reading increases when they read what they are interested in." (Mnkplccky,
1990, p. 13). It is also good 1o select the activities with students because the activities will match not only students’ interest

but also their abilities, needs, and backgrounds so that students desire to talk, listen, read, and write (see Gunderson, 1991)
After having come to agreement, both

parties make the schedule of activities. Another important thing to do is setting the
rules of the class together. (hup./www.ndt-ed.org/TeachingResources/ ClassroomTips/Effective_Discipline.htm).
The willingness of the teacher to involve his students from the beginning will give a positive impact on students

and ultimately on the leaming process. Students feel valued and respected so that they will become self-motivating
leamers. Thus, the leaming process becomes more meaningful and exciting.

In the English extracurricular class teachers may use materials like brochures, recipes, folk tales, story books,
comics, letters, posters, song lyrics communication games, children’s books, anecdotes, and magazines, Those materials
have illustration and the language is simple. Besides, discussing these materials will activate the students’ prior knowledge.
The activities which students can participate are predicting, previewing, role playing,

practicing oral reading, giving
presentation, retelling, active listening, acting, singing and poster making. Further discussion will be about these materials
and activities,

Since the materials used in the class are printed material, students need to be equipped with previewing and
predicting skills. According to Mikulecky (1990), those two skills are very significant for incrensing reading effectiveness,
Concemning previewing, he adds that having the skill of previewing, students will enable to understand new fexts, By
previewing, students get enough information from the text to start hypothesizing about it and to {nitiate the cognitive
process of matching new information with their prior knowledge, Students now understand that they are able to get Initlal
i;.fomat{og of the text. Firstly, by noticing any pictures/illustrations, himes, numbers, dates, words that stand out,

“m‘z; pny m;:.memlon to the title, parts of the text, the first sentence of ench paragraph, the last sentence of the text

Besides, students may get confidence because they are able to answer thei

rte ;
thg whole passage. Having the prior knowledge worrelating to the text mukes the stud pslel Ll i L
will encourage students, especially the weaker ones, to ¢

ents respect the
Af il q o xplore the material, pect themselves more. Then, it
er previewing, students need to have a practice of predicting, C ‘
(1990) recommends teachers nsk the students ¥ § oneemin

to make predictions about the text b
reading. Students may predict from itles, oxt bsfors |t

g the predicting skill, Mikulecky
illustrations or headlines.
reasons

is read or make
After giving their pred predictions during

ictions, they should clarify their
simple materials like folk tal
used, If the teacher activates students’ il

firy tales or children's stories ure appropri
previewing and predicting skills, it will LTk by
of any features given and use their imagination, i o
Mikulecky (1990) further

ir students to read more, nware
states that predicting skill cun b
Moreover, this activity can bring stud . e

rpened through nctive listening activit
ents closer to thelr frst culture. Thi e
liten Is part of communication skills, sl

noeds to be given since being able ¢
(hup://www ndi-ed.or i § uble to
reading materials applicable for this pu . i TeishingResourcew/Classroo

mTipw/Listening him) Good

rpose are folktales Malin Kundang and J

Will leam about the way of life of Sumatrans and how to respect p:r':fm Pr:nkwo m“fc'.m" mﬁ'\f "»'Jﬁ?"?fi nud;nu

Jomnm o:\u("l‘ggl ;n.mdm :h';g:‘wll:|:l.lt:'u.n47n|u;m that J‘;ndulnn people only from their phyll'onl Appearance {s nTt :Vl::“
unders e Mening v a good exerclne to develop prediol| wkl :

himself should uently conduet an avtive reading exerciso for the Harmor G003, 1 BN the tensher

whiol i
aetive lisiening motivity that develop predioting skill, The teagher Blves .'.3}‘".'“'3'.'5"‘71' ‘IOOI) ¥ loder o Ae B

0 Class o letier from A 1o B,

Moreover, he informs that
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Students with same letter get same word or phrase. The teacher put the students in five-person groups composed of students
A-E.

Then each group has to try and predict what the passage is all about. The teacher monitors the Broups
encouraging them and if necessary, feeding them with new words. Finally, when the groups have made some predictions,

the teacher asks them whether they would like to hear the passage that all words came from. Investing it with humor and
making the reading dramatic and enjoyable.

According to Harmer (2003), “One of the most useful kinds of text for students to work with is song lyrics”
(p.243). To make the process of leaming fun for every student, the teacher asks his students to bring their favorite songs to
class, To make the atmosphere more lively, they can also permitted to bring their music instruments. Students are asked to
give reasons why they like their songs and say what they think the message might be. Teachers will discuss the difficult
words or the messages together with all students, The main point here is not trying to finish all songs but having fun with
songs. Students and teacher can sing, play music or dance together. Even students are given a chance (o introduce their own
songs. Since youny learners like games, teacher can use communication games which make fluent speaking amusing.
Communication games here means games which are designed to cause communication between students frequently depend
on an information gap so that students have to communicate in order to accomplish their tasks (Harmer, 2003). Here is one
example of communication games. The game involves two teams, Team A and Team B. The teacher gives u word such as

Sumbaya_. The _ﬁm member of team A gives a piece of information about Surabaya in a sentence. Then the first member of
team B gives different information. Finally, all the members of both teams have t

get one point whenever the member of the opposite team fails
member of both teams will listen carefully to avoid repetition an
can give more information within certain time will succeed.

According to Gunderson (1991), Oral reading which improves the students' phrasi di ion |
‘ 3 ) lonation is also
\mportant 1o be practiced. This activity prepares students 1o clear] i i i, incloging maslang
R o g A T T le:cher. Clearly communicate in English, including speaking in front of
often as possible to students,

Wwho is supposed to be the positive oral reading model, should read aloud as
Tiemey and Readence (2000)

o speak without repetition. The team will
to give right information or make any repetition. Each

d helps each other before they take turn. The team which

L suggest to use Choral and Repeated Reading. They think '
flective primari : pea ing. They think that it is the most
S Sartiir “:‘g‘n‘c“‘i‘:n“‘: i the clementary grades. This strategy aims o equip students with the ability to use
this strategy also b Si58 e toach, P“:‘ 0 :klm\ll’ and to appreciate oral expression, Tiemey and Readence (2000) add that
und the overly confident s\uden: ("l Im e all students active, Poorer readers and shy students will actively get involved
readers as well as the shy student wflm no; dortinate n orul reading exercise. The whole-group format will save the poor
may discourage the obirusive sm;em“‘\m“:::l::\‘ichng corrections while they acquire confidence in themselves, This format
Gunderson (1991) suggests the teacher i “k;m;:;:: ::::n :\:?:;; in their small groups. Nevertheless,
erials that are of interest to students generally, such as comics
B v On comics can be an alternative. Before students start reading,
8t least five new words, i.e. moo turkey, cluck easily downloaded from internet. Students will be acquainted
comics are good choices based on foilowl y': “c‘ » Woof, and gobble, Walt Disney's Donald Ducks English version
Wworldwide popularity. They present mx.cmn' 1° nsiderations. They are published by The Walt Disney Co which has
:l;tlotdnbla They bring joy, happiness and h:‘mzm“‘;h‘ih. enable to attract young leamers, They are easy to get and
sm:&#“dr phrasing and intonation, byt algo mfhu e tl“dm e urAl Wey. A# A tesult, atadacs 0. ool
s Bt ) ks the work among themaclves, o o Work individually or in groups
¢ ' ;
?h\m this le;v‘\‘\y does not aim to c;\‘:cr;‘:.' Wwords and the
stodeny’ on comies if th

compr::‘u\:{o::egmup members will read the characters’ word:..'

\oasure ) et problem ¢ ents may read Walt Disney's Donald Duc
0 bvhm\nl and intonation at the right “,:.“ story. The teacher, of course, monlgoz. and corrects the
St somi o: destroy the fun, Even, the teacher should enhance the
ples, 10y 10 Leam publahar ey e, Mieresin

w: per Seergl, The Glory m“ e oowt
students’' m;::mhlp with other eople
PO A practicing oral regdy

§ bilingual children's books which have full-color
O'OMO'L:'G?:“? tg.' books, The books entitled Hdawn? I ‘/||‘
d n, ]
nwhile e books entitiod Help Orhers ey ol -7+, and Cam God See Mo

ng which are with Others will improve the
trains studen

or (2003) e::: “:. stories above, |y will not 5:' dl.m ' 10 practice in appropriate stress, intonation and speed,

T, powe T thet this kind of activity sheuts ot (O them since they have already rehearsed the dialogues

interest. Othver alter I8 activity will help students ould be given since it is both a | 3 n language producing

Afer "“ﬂl\n‘ m“ lives, teachers can agk thel OVercome carning and n lang

front of the oh:, u‘“.dmu NV 10 give their f; Sudents 1o

et ot Dhyco?h;‘““' as mentioned before, they a:‘l“lz‘r::
nal » Iheir course books or even their own dia '
be good if students h.‘::?' oan ask the ‘;ommn. Since not all students are brave enough to come out 10 the
The students now | improvisation iy Broups and no foree the shyest student to perform first, 1t will
comprehension questions, either jna s S84 the Y making u ittle change because it will sharpen their creatlvities.
i for themselves and try to answer the following detailed
dorson (1991) cenvinced that ESL students cannot leave the
b.““" that these activities, reading end discussing, along
2 passage gy very involved with the procedure. There mwm"z
tled Crazy from Developing Skill by L.G. Alexander a0

Students but it is good to try since it will tint

Iren. After reading it, students will leam tha!
: 'Mmmagm-.Smcmﬁd”m
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Enriching Your Vocabulary through Anecdates by Pertiwi Ambamingrum and published by Cladina media will be much
helpful. Anecdotes number 40, 49, 50, 104, 115, 122 and 125 are not difficult to understand by the fifth grade students.
Although the writer provides translation, still, students have to think in order to understand the anecdotes, Some questions
will help the students to catch the meaning.
It is also important to give students comprehension exercises to help improve comprehension (Gunderson,
1991). The following are several suggested activities for that purpose:
|. Students change the form of the reading so that a brochure becomes a story, a brochure becomes a conversation, a song
lyrics becomes a story, a story becomes a role-play, a story becomes an interview, a story becomes a song lyrics.
2. Students become tour guides giving information based on the brochure,
3. Students are given a story and are asked to change the parts that they do not like. They should give the reason.
4. Students produce posters that represent the story. The posters can be displayed for other students who do not take the
English extracurncular activities,
5. Students retell stores.

Tieney and Readence (2000) agrees that retelling is a proper means to verbalize what the students know or to
assess students' understanding of what they have read. It is a better exercise than answering questions because students are
free to respond in their own words concerning what they understood from the text. Thus, it enables the teacher to judge the
nichness of the students’ understanding. The teacher may use two procedures. Firstly, the teacher reads the story and then,
asks the students to retell it or write their retelling. It is good sometimes to let students decide whether they want to retell
the story or write their retelling to make them feel secure, confident, and comfortable, Secondly, the students read story and
then orally retell it.

The teacher should provide students with stories from other countries to widen their
perspectives, at least to know other cultures. Favorite Stories From Thalland by Jenny Watson and published by PT Rosda
Jayaputra Jakarta can be a good option. It contains fourteen stories selected from the annals of Thai folklore. The
vocabulary and sentence structure match the fifth grade elementary students’ necds and capabilities. Students with different
capabilities and interests will have no problem of understanding the stories for the stories have been presented in ascending
order of length and difficulty. These stories, together with the exercises, will inspire the students to read more and to try
writing or retelling stories. Tourist Brochures of holiday resorts in Indonesia are also significant and interesting materials
for students, At least students will gain three benefits, Firstly, the brochures which are usually complemented by pictures of
beautiful places of interests will grow the students' love for their country. Secondly, students who are fond of traveling will
be enthusiastic 1o engage in the class activities. Thirdly, students will know the various indigenous ethnic groups, unique
culture, varied food and beautiful nature in their own country. Teachers can create activities such as sharing experiences,
describing places, making holiday plans and making interviews. It will be interesting if students can act as tour guides,
tourists or travel agents,

Other materials which will give students, either girls or boys, valuable leaming experience are recipes. Students

are not assigned just to read the recipes but also to cook. They are free to choose their favorite recipes. They will leam new
words from different context which can enrich their vocabularies. They have to read carefully and understand the steps in
order to serve good food. To make the activity fun, they are offered to work either individually or in groups. They will be
active involved in buying the ingredients and cooking. The teacher does not focus on the result only but also on the process.
After doing the cooking experiment, students have to make a report or share their experiences. [t includes the reasons why
they choose the recipe, the process when they buy the ingredients and cook and any problems they encounter, In short, they
{ry to communicate facts, their opinions and emotions. Of course, students have no problem to say if they do not enjoy the
activity because they are free 1o express their opinions. At least, they can learn that cooking is not an easy job and it is not
only can be done by girls or women. As & result, they will respect those who cook for them, Besides, they will not too picky
anymore, Besides giving reports, they also have to show pictures when they conduct the activity and the food they cook.
Then, their pictures with the comments are displayed for other students.

Other inspiring sources of materials are English magazines. They can be solutions to the problem of students
easily getting bored. There are at least two magazines which are interesting to use, Hello and Fun English magazines. From
Hello English magazines, students will enjoy reading letters, poetries and jokes. They also know more about their favorite
singers, actors or actresses, friendship, healthy life, science, new songs and Idioms, Some students enjoy doing the English

test and finishing the puzzle. Meanwhlle, Fun English magazine presents the instru
songs. These various kinds of materials really bene#: our lmld.cnu. : Rt e e
Students are given freedom to choose materials that are of their own interests. Wh
move to another material. To check the students' comprehension, the student who chooses nrtl:nle ‘:: yscgi::l:: ?rd:l;::‘l:!ye:‘i:
read o story is assigned to retell what he has read, The student who chooses letters are assigned to write a letter, Students
are also free to finish the puzzle, do the English test or write their own poetries. Making craft is another good alter.mtive
The teacher can sing together with students and do the oral reading using the poetries. Still conceming \;'ith
writing letters, the teacher can ask the students to make connection with overseas students via email. They have to maintain
the relationships. Then, they should share wath their classmates what they know about different cultures, lifestyles and
many other things as a result of their friendships with the overseas students. Students can also write love letters or make
posters, The pont s that they can freely express their feelings, opinions and dreams. The letters can be addressed to
whomever they love, for examples, parents, teachers, siblings, grandparents and friends. Gunderson (1991) suggests that
the focus should not be on the accuracy of the language they use but on the content of what they are writing. Concerning
the poster making. students can provide any information and suggestion about honesty, love, respect, environment, health,
friendship or other topics. In class the student should explain his poster, along with the reasons why he chooses the topic,
the illustration, the objectives to be achieved, the proper placement of the poster. This activity is useful for the students
gince they leam how to convey the core message and how to get people interested in their news. It will be motivating for
the students if teachers participate in these two activities. Students also get a chance to receive their teacher's letters or

leamn from their teacher’s posters,
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and what they think and feel. Thus we might tell a student that she is Ratna and sl:e w_ants to du&' thifd ki e
enough. Then, she asks her friend’s opinion. The second student becomes Ratna’s fmnclt attl denis et viows of
as the shopkeeper. Role-plays are effective when they are open-ended, so that different StUCEL il
what the outcome should be, and a consensus has to be reached. Another rolg‘-P’ay such as Plag‘;‘;‘f;‘.;e;t no 53 dls cu); :a t;Z
to replicate in the classroom, In groups of five the students roleplay the meeting, and at the c‘; o hsr thepﬁm e it
decisions they have to come. Harmer (2003) points out that role-playing has three obyious 2 Va:‘. B9 in thefns el\:
can be good fun and thus stimulating. Secondly, it allows doubtful gtudents to be more honest in exp g i d“
than they might be when speaking for themselves. Thirdly, by including the world outside, smdemsd::nt:s: ? m; N
ranger of language than some more task-centered activities may do. Harmgr.(2003) further ad t at t‘;"c i kr_nay
encourage their students by participating in role-plays as long as they do not participate too much or dominate .7|8pea g

The above activities mix the skills of speaking, listening, writing and reading. It is good because it will make the
process of learning extraordinary (Gunderson, 1991), Harmer (2003) agrees with Gunderson since st'ude‘nts “./;ll geta rich
language experience. Gunderson further adds that besides improving students’ oral language, such activities will grow their
self-confidence. Back to the characteristics of how the fifth grade students of Elementary School learn, those activities will

really captive students’ attention,

I11, Conclusion - ) L :
In this paper I try to present an idea that extracurricular activities are able to improve young learners

communication skills. Due to the little time allocated for extracurricular activities, teachers have to really prepare the
condition to attain the maximum result, The materials should be well selected, The activities should be appropriately
designed. To be noticed, the materials and activities should match not only students’ interest but also their abilities, needs,
and backgrounds. In addition, the teacher also need to create pleasant atmosphere for students to learn by creating a good
communication in the classroom, both teacher and students and students with students. All of these efforts will prompt
students to talk, listen, read, and write, The materials and activities above not only will improve young learners’
communication skills but also will grow their reading habits and increase their reading skills. Hence, these extracurricular
activities are able to help students understand their other school texts, Last but not least, at the end of the program,
hopefully, students also become better people, not only more knowledgeable ones, '
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