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ernment procurement — everything
from highways and bridges to desks
and pencils — which amounts to
about one-third of the entire public

riously vulnerable to corruption.
ss  Burdensome procedures exclude
0st  most competitors. As one contrac-
atin  tor, Ashraful Alam, put it: “Purchas-
‘ ing reams of tender documents and
physically submitting them to gov-
ernment procurement entities was
difficult for me, let alone winning
“  any contracts,
§es Tlostinterestin biddingafter such
! a lengthy exercise” And sometimes
contractors’ political connections
enable them to win bids or block
others. The result is higher costs for
taxpayers and donors. ‘
But new research by Wahid Ab-
dallah, a research fellow at the
BRAC Institute of Governance and
Development in Dhaka, shows that
electronic government procurement
holds enormous potential. An ongo-
project started in 2008 by the
onal government and the World
nts the promise.
our Bangladeshi agen-
esent about 10
[ rOCurem

‘budget. And procurement is noto- |

LGBT, the unaffiliated generation
and wane of religion

Perdian Tumanan
SURABAYA

ssues revolving around sexual

{8 minorities have become a hot
topie, particularly since the US
Supreme Court legalized same

sex marriage on June 26, 2015, The
decision raised fears among many
people over the possibility of the
same decision being made in Indo-
nesia. Learning from US will give us
a valuable perspective on how we
comprehend this issue in Indonesia.
The majority of US citizens be-
lieve in God and embrace a religion,
according to surveys. Even though
the US is not a religion-based coun-
try, religious references are domi-
nant in debates regarding public
policy, such as abortion, contracep-
tion and sexual orientation. Religion
is still viewed as an important moral

‘guide for most US citizens. More-

over, religion is still considered the

-most relevant and effective tool to

influence public political prefer-
ences. In 2006, Andrew Greeley and
Michael Hout wrote, “Religion burst

out of seclusion to become a more
legitimate topic of political, conver-
sation and public debate than it used
to be” This situation has some simi-
larity with Indonesia. ;

Nevertheless, the influence of
religion is waning, According to
Gallup Poll rescarch in 2013, for in-
stance, 77 percent of respondents
were worried because they believed
religious influence had decreased in
public life. This was occurring due
to a drastic decline in religiously af-
filiated individuals. Besides, some
religious moral standards that guid-
ed the country for ages were now
brought into question, including is-
sues of sexual orientation.

One major cause of this crisis
is the fast rise of the unaffiliated
generation. They reject being con-

. nected to any religious institution.

This extreme rejection leads them
to have a very individualistic and
liberal view regarding social issues
by supporting legal abortion and
same sex marriage, for instance
Pew Research found that this group
had grown from 16.1 percent in 2007

to 22.8 percent in 2014. Moreover,
a Pew Research study in 2012 said
that one-third of US citizens below
30 were categorized as unaffiliated.

Why has this group grown so
fast?

Generally, the none generation —
those who claim to be “none of the
above” in regard to questions on re-
ligion — was born on account of the
failure of religious institutions to
represent themselves independent-
ly as a public conscience free from
political powers and interests,

Religious institutions not only
fail to become the public moral con-
science that speaks for the voice-
less; even many of their leaders are
corrupt, covetous, surrounded by
scandals and easily take part in
political campaigns that abuse reli-
gious authority.

Religion cannot provide space
where differences are encountered,
discussed and celebrated.

That is why the none generation
rejects and questions all religious
identities, symbols and definition of
moral truths.

It is no wonder that religion’s
moral truths have become old fash-
ioned and irrelevant to them. It was
no surprise that Robert Putnam
of Harvard University: and David
Campbell of University of Notre
Dame explained that most US young
adults saw religion as “judgmental,
homophobic, hypocritical and too
political”.

It is quite possible that this gen-
eration is growing in Indonesia.
Religious institutions must learn to
comprehend this complex social re-
ality, with critical, warm and friend-
ly dialogue.

Tssues on the lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender (LGBT) com-
munity must not be seen as a threat
to religious dogmas, but rather as a
constructive critic that may bring
back religion’s public role and func-
tion as society’s moral conscience.

The writer is a campus minister:
and lecturer in ethics and religious
philosophy at Petra Christian Uni-

versity in Surabaya.




