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Indonesian research access: quantity

‘over quality?
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When it comes to sharing research. Indonesia is a world leader. Around
the world, university scholars share their research thoughts and findings
via scholarly journals. But sharing this information has been constrained
by paywalls erected by commercial publishers. Even well-funded
institutions — such as Harvard - struggle to afford the subscription costs
to scientific journals.

Open access is a movement that arose in response. It strives to make
scholarly content freely accessible to scholars and the public.

Indonesia has been ranked second in the global open access dashboard by
the Curtin Open Knowledge Initiative. However the reasons for such
world-leading open access in Indonesia are not the same as for developed
countries.

WHAT HAPPEND!?
IN HERO,WARS!?

Where the rich world has responded to exorbitant subscription fees,
Indonesia has opened access to research as a way of building reputation
and prestige.

Prior to the open access movement and the proliferation of the internet,
almost all Indonesian higher education institutions made thesis and

Aiccartatinn rnllartinne slacad accaccihla ander writh cartain nermiccinne A

LociN  Q

FRONT ROW  TODAY'S PAPER  MORE
@ x
BEEBRYATLEHZA

N ER %« 4 & DEMRIE !

Y TTY B
. &aNo.1:
-, mmINO, 1 &

—reesrun-rmeaun

EGEE
.

» TrIer

N’ 4
M HER‘O
WARS!?

PLAY

Most Viewed

01 Supreme Court vows 1o comimit to
judicial corruprtion eradication

02 Three payment evolurions as
Indonesia goes cashless

03 Buoved by G20 Summir, Jokowi's
approval rating rises

Uncertainties loom as political

04

contest heats up in 2023

0 5 Fully floating fuel price
06 Jakarta court jails former trade
official, palm oil company
executives

07 Job creation Perppu may shrink
labor market: Businesses

08 No more PPKM, but govt urges
public vigilance, sticking to health
protocols

Indonesia looks forward to
strengthening ties with China's
new foreign minister

09

1(Q Korea’s Netflix hit ‘Extracordinary
Arrorney Woo® sparks autism
debarte

@ x|

AIS Data
Services

from MarineTraffic



7 LIS LA AL AT s A S PAIL UALLY VAL S AL [ AL ST £2
student would need a permission letter from an academic department
head to be able to access or read the collection. Students were not allowed
to make copies of the collection. This was the time when smartphones
with cameras were still non-existent. The only way students could make
copies was by taking notes manually. Using copier machines was only
possible with yet another permission letter from the academic
department’s head or even the dean.

But the need to save physical space in libraries led to some institutions
digitising their thesis and dissertation collections. Increased availability of
institutional repository software in early 2000 also paved a way.
Digitisation of these collections then opened the ‘floodgates’ of access.

This trend, however, hasn’t been without resistance from the Indonesian
higher education communities. The resistance was mainly due to the fear
of increased plagiarism facilitated by digitisation and lack of confidence

over the quality of the resources. which mostly are undergraduate theses.
BHEERYATLEHAA
N ERR 1< 4 EDTERBALE 1

Y T u
mn INO. | °
THEaEr \‘:"
LI
I

S

"

Interestingly enough the resistance seemed to disappear when the
Indonesian Director General of Higher Education in 2006 started to
publish the Webometrics rankings for Indonesian higher education

institutional repositories. To improve their ranking, institutions need to
demonstrate the quantity and quality of their digital repositories.

It seems that many Indonesian higher education institutions saw an
opportunity to increase their institutional prestige by increasing the
quantity of documents available in their institutional repositories, thereby
increasing their visibilitv in the eye of the directorate. Indonesian higher
education institutions have a large number of undergraduate students
who are required to produce theses at the end of their degree. Electronic
theses and dissertations were a readily available resource to populate the
institutional repositories.

But the competition to populate institutional repositories has had some
unintended side effects. The lack of selection process and qualitv control
for the scholarly resources uploaded to the institutional repositories had
led to some unhelpful material making it way into them: documents with
supervisor's comments still visible; documents that were compressed or
password protected: documents that were uploaded as multiple image
files; documents that were available only partially; and so on. Another
peculiar phenomenon is documents relating to the internal management
of the institutions.

In quite a number of institutional repositories, the scholarly works
themselves are absent; onlv internal reviews of the scholarly works are
available. A number of Indonesian higher education institutions appear to
be using their institutional repositories as (part of) their institutional
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When quantity trumps quality, the repositories become less effective as a
means of disseminating scholarly works.

So while government nudging and institutional competition has filled
Indonesia research repositories, good Indonesian research is hard to find
amongst the noise and chaos of the files. It’s advisable that Indonesian
government puts emphasis on quality over quantity in its reward system
toward its higher education sector. Additionally, academic libraries and
librarians need to step up their role as the gatekeeper of quality scholarly
information from their respective institutions.

Toong Tjiek Liauw or Aditya Nugraha is the director of Excellence in
Learning and Teaching Center at Petra Christian University. Surabaya
Indonesia. He is an associate professor in the Department of Industrial
Engineering of Petra Christian University.
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. has died at 85, authorities said Sunday, having been hospitalised with
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Covid-19.

The atomic scientist was hailed as a national hero for transforming his
country into the world's first Islamic nuclear power, but regarded by

the West as a dangerous renegade responsible for smuggling technology to
rogue states.

He died after being transferred to the KRL Hospital in Islamabad with lung
problems, state-run broadcaster PTVreported.




