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When itcomesto sharing research. Indonesia isa world leader. Around open=
the world, university scholars share their research thoughts and findings
via scholarly journals. But sharing this information has been constrained Most Viewed
of by paywallserected by commercial publishers. Evenwell-funded
i institutions - such as to afford the subscription costs D1 With fow entry tests, Southeast

Asiamay gain most from China's

travel re

L)P\_‘II accessisa movement that arose in response. Itstrives to make
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scholarly content freely accessibleto scholars and the public

Indonesia has b

1 ranked second in the global open accessdashboard by

the ( Open K lgelnitiative. Howeverthe re: s for such (03 Myanmar may have
but A
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world-leading open access in Indonesiaare not the same as fordeveloped

countries.
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Where the rich world has responded to exorbitant subscription  fees,
Indonesia has opened access to research as a way of building reputation

and prestige.

Prior to the open access movement and the proliferation of the internet
almost all Indonesian  higher education mstiutions made thesis and
dissertation collections dosed. accessible only with certain permissions. A
student would need a permission letter from an academic department
head to be able to access or read the collection. Students were not allowed
to make copiesofthe collection. This was the time when smartphones
with cameras were still non-existent. Theonly way students couldmake
copieswas by taking notes manually. Usingcopier machineswas only
possiblewith yet another permission letter from the academic
department's head or even the dean.

copieswas by taking notes manually. Usingcopier machines was only
possiblewith yet another permission letter from the academic
department's head or eventhe dean.

Butthe need to save physical space in libraries led to some institutions

digitisingtheir thesis and dissertation collections. Increased availability of
institutional repository software in early 2000 also paved a way.

Digitisation of these collections then opened the 'floodgates’ of access.

Thistrend, however, hasn't been without resistance from the Indonesian
higher education communities. Theresistance was mainly due to the fear

ofincreased plagiarismfacilitated by digitisation and lack of confidence

overthe quality ofthe resources. which mostlv are undergraduate theses.

Interestingly enough the re:
Indonesian Direc

stance seemedto disappear when the

reneral of Higher Education in 2006 started to

publish the We >srankmgs for Indonesianhigher education
institutional repositories. To improve their ranking. institutions need to

demonstrate the quantity and quality ofthei

tal repositories.

It seems that many Indonesian higher education institutions saw an

opportunity  to increase their institutional prestige by increasing the

quantity of documents availablein their institutional repositories, thereby

increasing their visibilityin the eyeof the directorate. Indonesian higher
education institutions have a large number of undergraduate students

who are required to produce theses at the end oftheir degree. Electronic

theses and dissertations were a readily availableresource to populate the

institutional repositories.
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Butthe competition to populate institutional repositorieshas had some
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forthe scholarly resources uploaded tothe institutional repositories had
led to some unhelpful material makingit way into them: documents with
supervisor's commentis still visible;documents that were compressed or
password protected ; documents that were uploaded as multiple image
files;documents that were availableonly partially; and so on. Another
peculiar phenomenon is documents relating to the internal management

ofthe institutions.

In quite a number of institutional repositories, the scholarly works
themselves are absent; only internal reviews ofthe scholarly works are
available. A number ofIndonesian higher education institutions appear to
be using their institutional repositoriesas (pan of) their institutional

information management system.

When quantity trumps quality, the repositories becomeless effectiveasa

means of disseminating scholarly works.

Sowhile government nudging and institutional competition has filled
Indonesia research repositores, good indonesian research is hard to find

amongst the noiseand chaos ofthe files. It's advisablethat indonesian

government puts emphasis on quality over quantity in its reward system
toward its higher education sector. Additionally, acadenticlibraresand
librarians need to stepup their role as the gatekeeper ofquality scholarly
information from their respective institutions.

Tooug Tjiek Lieuw or Aditys Nugtshs is rile director of Excellencein
Leeming and Teaching Center ar Perra Cluistiey University. Surebsye
Indonesia. He is en essocisteprofessor in the Department of indnsttis!
Engineering of Perra Clutstten University.
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