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The Impact of Sinoe-Javanese Muslim Migration on Gresik®s Visual Culture
Abstract

This study bsvestiganes the histoeical topie of the immigration of Chinese Muslios o ndosesi,
which holds significance for srtists, culturd scholars, historinns, migration specialists and
schinlars of international relations. It shads light on by the Chinese Mustim migrtion aftersd
and transformed the anisioc peactices and msttutions of the Javanese community o Giresik.
This anicle presents a historical snd fextoal amlyss of the development of Islamic-Chimese-
Jawinese cullume in Ciresak Werbael and visual dala ane eollectzd and analyeed usba Max
Weber's Verstchen ethical approasch to thoroughly interpret and understond the socisl lacts,
The paper demonstrates thar visual culiwe @ Gresik, such as Damar Korung lamterns and
Our'am manuscripls, represent manifesiations of Seo-Javanese Muslio culture, The histoeical
journey of Chinese immigrants and ifs impact on socko-culiurnl aspects demonstrate that the
Chimese in Indonesia ane pion 'neweomens” or Toreigners’, but an integral part of the Republic of
B,

keywards: Chinese, Gresik . Migration, Sino-Tavanese Muslim. Visual Culiure
It radduction
“The Chivese people s greatest giff o Tndore sia was the Ilamiv religion”

This statement was delivered by BJ Hababie itherd President of the Republic of
Indonesia) in an ordion st the Lavte Mosguee in Pasar Bane, Central Jakarts on Friday, 29
Apponst HI1E (Sasongko. 2013 BY Habehie did not state this carelessly, he offered a spirit of
historical deconstruction wr disped sleveoty pes and prejudice against groups of Chinese desconl,
which have long existed in Indonesian seciety . This was cansed by Sinophobia (phobiis towands
ethnic Chiresel which was crented by President Socharto through the publication of
Presidential Instructwns Mo, 14 dated 6 December 19467 to the Minister of Religion, the Misisier
ol Huowrse ATairs, as well as PO Tnmen] agcm'il:.\ amd irsiruments, from central rl:gil_mi,:l.
o implement basic policies regording Chinese religion, beliefs ond customs (Raditya, 200 ],
Sochane said thar the manifestanion of Chinese relagion, belicfs and cuspoans cemtered on his
ancedal country (Beijing) coubd have an unnatur ] pryechological, mental amd maral infleence
odi Indopesian citizens (5o & Hooqn, 2003). The Mew Orded's anti -Commnenist policees. which
were inilislly aimed at Beijmg, were the msin cose of the nation's disproperionate hisioncal
representation of Chinese [ Feronakan} people in Indonesia's national historical namative, The
Subarto iezime, hostile © Begping, ignaged the importanee of Chisese nstory . esultiag m the
enclusion of people of Chinese descent from Indonesian bistorcal discourse, The peak
cogiimed in violense and sexual heeassment tergeting the Chinese commonity in [ndopesin in
1965 and Moy 1998, In Facr based on historcal evidence, ethnic Chinese bave Dived i
Ivdoresia lor cennurles amd have beoome part of Indonesian seciety, just lke people of Arab
descent, and the Middle East, or Iedie, There are guite o few Chinese Peranakon bBigures {From
ithe Majupuhit e until the birth of the Bepublic of Indonesia) who took pan in the steggle
form: identity and realize the sovereignty of the Republfof Indonesio,

The stavernent miode By BY Habibe rogarding the mle of Chinse inmmigrants in the
process of Bskmization of Indonesia in the peeamndem ers las been wrlien by severl
mesearchers, and the results of this writing were even banned by the Mew Order povemment
becawses they  were considercd 1o be  disturddng aatosal  stabilay. I thes  case,
i grantsmigrania have the meaning of people who choose o move nol becmse of 3 direct




thireat of permecution, bul t improve ther Bves by looseng for wofl (Tewolde, 20200, In 1468,
historian Slamet Modjana wrobe his doctorad disseftation enttled ~ Bt Keradioon fimhi
D dan Timbdnio Negora-Negara felom df Novanara™ (The dvam fall of Hindo-Javaness
kingdom and the rise of Hamic states in Indonesia which formulaied the hypothesis that
historically the spremd of Isham in Java was practiced by people/schadars from China. In
agresment with Muljana, im 2003 Sumamto Al Curtuby also weode something similas; throogh
o hastocical appd@ech. bodh texiual and oval, Qurmeby explored de role of Chingse raders in
spreuding [slom in Java imthe |5t and [6th centuries. This research suppons the China-lslam
theary which states that the eole of Chisese Muoshey inunigranis was very important in the
Islamization process in Indonesin, especially m Java in pre-madern times. Instesd of promating
Arah and Indian theories, Muljana and Curinby reveal that Chinese Muslim networks
comtfibuted 10 the convession of lecal people o Islam. These Chinese Muslim figures
col laborted wi@seversl prominent preschers known s wali surgo{ning Islamic scholars whio
plaved o awmjor rode im the spresd of lslam in fava) (Anita, 20145 Using a vanety of sources
such as diaries of Europeai and Arab wravelers, Chinese sources, local chaoaicles, and logal
stories, Quimuhy shows what be calls Muslim Sinee-Javanese culiune in e 150 and 160h
centuries and its impnct on Islamization of Jovo, & well s showing evidence of its legacy,
Other cvid@lee also comes from local ond oral tradinons collected in faboed avanese
chronicles] ar e end of the o cenury and the firs decades of the | 7rh cenmury which
deseribe the condition of the Javancse Muslim cmnmi:_',' an e north coast who made their
living ax traders, The Javanese chromicles include: Bobad Tenah Jowi, Serat Kandho Ringgit
FPurvo@famia (History ) Lavem, Babael Cerbow, ond Hikeys Hasameddin {iFamani & Kahii,
G 1. The peesence of Chisese Muslims in Jave, especially in the pre-colonial period {before
i T, was ool amly written sout in local reeords and Javaness ol irsditions, bol s
pise acknowledzed by enrdy trovelers such as Tom Pires {Portuguese), Mo Huan (Chinese] ,
Edmund Scott (England) . Cornelis de Houtman (NethedandgTen Baituca (Maghnb) and Jolin
Jouirclian (who vesited Banten in 16740, Tom Pives saud chat the Javimese used o have a chose
relationship with the Chinese and thot the religion of Mubommed {(Jslam) wsas widespresd
ameng the population on the month cosst ol JTava which oonsisted of Chinese, Arabs, Gujaratis,
Bengals and other mitions (Contesge, 200 7). This Ponuguese traveler witnessed the hammony
of Chinese immigrants and Jovonese people in the pre-Dutch colonial period

Figure 1. A map of the apresd of s lam i Indeonesia

{surces hitps:dwww dosenpendidikan cosd' penyebaran-slan-di-indonesia’)
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Por cities abone the north coast of Java lsland (see Fig, 1) include Gireak [Ee-m:rj,
Tuban { Ta-fand, Surabaya (Sadu-onaid, Lasem (Lag S, Semarang (Toa-fang], ond Jepsm © A
Mgy was originally the territory of the Majapahint Kingdom: 8 Hindn-Buddhist kingdom that
has survivied for maose thas throe hundred years (Kurmawan, 200 T, However, sinee the 14th
century, when |sI@ic mflvence increasingly dominated. these areas wene controlled by the
Depeak Kingdom umder the leadership of Raden Patah (who wis s Chinese Muslim named
Jdiwbain ) {Berg. 1955). Amoag these places, Gresik was dve most impomant poet duging and
beeloee the existeace of the Mgapahic Kingdom. Gresik, located in Eust Java, was used by King
Darmawangss of Daha as o barmcks for the royval navy loag before the Majapahil Kingdom
cxisted, ond in the eleventh century, King Erlanzgs used this place a5 & gorrisen for militery
purpess amd 8 0 pornt for trede with Tava, Bali | Noss Tengeara, Maloku and Sulmeesi
(el 20090 As timse went by, inamigraats from Chisa stopped by Gresik asd wiened it into
an infermational port. Al that time there wis @ Chinese Muslim historical Bgore namiesd S yai
Crede Pinatih whose real name was Shilt To Maong PP Na 15, @ nich woman who becamdgghe
adeptive mother of Siewe Gig one of the mmportant figures among the wedl songo (A
Musiim sxinis i Fova who plavel an imporant moke o the speead of 1slm on the istind of
Juwnh g well as the founder of the Gird polace (Giei Kedarond in Gresik, Enst Fava, which in
the 15th o 1 Tih centunes was @ Chinese Towen (W ame, 20070 The beth of Gresik as a trading
ety was due to Gresik'@iestegic pooation. As a peet city, CGresik is sopponed by ils strategic
posation geogruphucally on the nerth coast of the Java Sea whach ia the main =lapping route for
domestic and international trade. The peological conditions ad bnd stnecture on the Gresik
copst are mostly rocky, ensuring that there is no sifting process on the shore, making it easier
for erchant ships v come 0 anclwor. Geesdk o5 o repional wade system apde connects the
interior of Java Island with owmsicde Java, The Serganen Sede River is wsed as @ river
transporation ronte camying goods produced from the interior of Central Java (Covernment of
Girestk Dhstrict Level 11, 19907, O the cast sede there s a trabutary of the Branras Biver which
i wsed ns @ river fansportation ool conmtecting the intand aress of East Bava with Gresik.
From here the commuodity exchange poocess wos bom, Ielard commodities flowr via river
iransporiation routes towards the coas where they will then be exchanged for mber
cormmodities from cutsbie Java, This geographica factes i what encourages the people of
Gresik to work s tmders, craftsmen and fishermien. The condition of the Gresik coast ollows
guite large ships o moor, thereby Taciliating the growih of Gresik as a busy rading pos ciry
{Hall, 1985), Moreover, the peologicsl charseteristics of Gresik, which have limestone rocks.
are v suitable Tor agrscaliueal lagd. So the people of Cresik teand to rely on indastey and trsde
for thesir Hvelthoods, tither than a Garmers,

The geographical and ecobopical development of Gresik, of course, has hod on impact
anll its socio-culowra] development. Several roval cemtral cities and port cities that are cquivalent
wr the port of Cirestk include Samuodera Pasal, Aceh, Malacca, Demak, Banten. Jepara,
Surwbiyn, Temate, Bonda, Gowo-Mokassar, Banjommasin and Palembang {Mustokim, 2009,
These pons are visited by mony Inrge and smnll traders from varioos foreign ooumirics and also
from kingdems i the archipelago. Masy traders from vanows regions stayed for some tine in
ihe port area i wait for good winds o return o sailing, In fxct, these foreign traders created
overseas villages in areas olose to the port. The implication of these treders’ activities is tha
port citics have specific villnges according to sthmicity based on the opprovel of the port
authorivyabwarmaster. There are times when & market is foroed in te village on g smaller
aribe than the main marker a1 the main port. & boasy port allows various meetings 1o ke place
which hiave an impact on the exchange of information and technokgy . including in terms of
arts and culne,

The Cact of the existence of Chenese Muslims in Java in pre-modens times o the result
of bong relations between Java omd China that have lnsted for eentunies, Every long-stansding




racial and cultgral intefaction opens up opportunitees for aewmgrants and lecal people to
negediate their identities (Lin & Sweme. 20200, This long-standing relationship has resulled inoa
derivative culture that combines voripes elements of the o ginal colture. This is what is mean
by Sino-Javanese Muslim culiure: a cultural combinatson of Chanese, Islamic and Rvanesa that
.~.prg:||.| ;lI-:rnj,:_ the morth coast of Java [skind from West Java io Bast Java Cooastal) (Ounuby,
2004, A number of artifacts and archaeological remaims show a strong influence from the
Chmese, such as mosgiee architectiwe, wmple archabectiure, calligrophy, intchior elements,
cralis, sculpiome, tombstones, paintings. chronbcles, folklem, colinary, clothing, and s on. So,
this articke aims to describe the histonography of the migration process of the Sine-Javaness
Muslim community to Jova, especially 1o Gresik along with its impacts on the visual cubture,
This article sttempts to identify the acooliwration of elemends of Chinese, Javanese and Islamic
visual culiwse which met and combied to create o unigue Grestk artifact. whach sill exisis
towduy

Research Meihods

This artick: condects o historical and fextunl wnelysis o explore the history and
progreasion of [slamic-Chinese-Javanese culiure in Gresik, with the aim of cnlancing
cormprebensinn of the mi gration clhinnmogy af the Smo-lavanese Muslim communiry aed s
influgice on beal communitios n Jova. The dots colbected consasts of verbal dota from a
literature review wnd visual dudie obtained by mcing artefacts of past bertage i Gresik, Visual
dota sowrees  wers  obdgined  through literatore review, oollectors, observation,  wnd
docwinentation. The collected dats was analysed using an ethical approach baed oo Max
Wieher's Wesstehen o mlerpeed, arly s, and compaehend thie dac and social s tharoughly,
The gond of this urticle is 1o bridge the gap between previous and current literature on the Sino-
Javanese Muslun conununity’s mugrateon wnpact in Giesztk and 1o compechend the visual
represeniations of therr hentage,

Result and Discusshim
History of Chinese Culture and [=lam in Java: Migration of the Siee-Javanese Muoslin
Community

Since the time of the Majppahit Kinpdom, Ceresik hos been sxid 10 be omne of the
oty pes of an old caty. 1S mole a5 8 rading ity began 1o develop simce the mad- 140 century,
in line with the dymamics of eiber trading citkes in the archipelagn which are abo conpected m
the world trade netwoerk, The archipelago repiom is the easternmost regiom which s vsed 2 o
mesle for bwemnational rede, especially fronl BEuropean and Central Asian natbons,  From
Malukou, rade routes crossed the Flores Strait, Java Ses, Malacca Strair, Bay of Bengal,
Coromandel Coost and Modabar in India, Gujorat, Persia, ond continued to Eorope throsgh
other trade nodes CEainnddin, 2000: 7). It wes on this roace that Gresik became a very impomant
trade mode.

Ciresik os & port cify his been known since the Majspahit Kingdom period because
wis one of the doors o the Majapahit Kingdom as evidenced by ihe hisiorical relics found,
namely the Kerang Bopem inscription and the Dharaprata stotoe, the Bifwuk inseription, the
Crosard site sl the prave of Waltvorge lgure Meulan Malik Pbrohim {Widodo, 2004 ). During
the Majapabit kKingdom, Gresik was part of the kingdom's power, The inseripiion oo the cave
will in Gosari Yillage, Ujunzpengkah, Gresik shows ancient Javancse scripl wilien in [298
Sakaor 1375, Based on the year manber, the inscripaion is mast likely a relic of the Majopahit
Bingdom { Mustakim 20075, At the beginaing of the 15th century there were two trading ports
that were well known regionally amd internationally . mamely Joratan Horbor and Gresik Harbor,




These two twin ports are [ncated opposite each other at the modth of the aver. It s estmated
it Giresik Harbor &t thit tme was kocated in the present Karong Kinmg Village focing the
Lamong River, whike Inntan Harbor was bocated in Mengare Villnge, facing the Bengaaan
Solo Lawas River {Mustakim 2055,

Figure 2, Chinese Migratson bo Indonesa

(Sounce: htips:jakamag lobe idTifestyledrac ing - the-roots-a- pourne y -of-c hinese- mi gration-to-
Inclosnes iad

Crresik has besn an important port sinee the time of the Majapohit Kingdom, allowing the
arrival of variows immigrames from all over the world, incheding China. Relutions between Java
and China have been estabilishaed for o long time i daplianstic and trade refations, lam came
12 the archipelnge (Survadinota, 2007), Bescarch shows that the Chinese migrstion e the
Irdonesian Archipelago wis ome of the earliesn in Bisman hisiory, A sudy condiscted by Hugh
MeColl found that Chinese faormers begnn migroting south dunng the Meolthic transition
period, namely bétween HN-5510 BC, when nce began to be domesticated {Zhou, 2009].
Thiese immmigrants weere divided o two groups, mmely those who migraed by land and dave
wha migrated by sea (see Fig, 20, Since then, Ching-Indoness (especially Java-China) relations
have esn quite ntensive, & described inthe bk Hisiory of the Ming Dynasty amd the repon
compabed by Ma Huan m 1416 (Quriuby ., 2003). Based on historical reconds, i 15 @own that
trade netivities between Jova and China in the 15th century increased quite rapidly. The mie of
the Chiness communicy in the trade and mantime sectors in Lirea is alsn incressing (Lombord
J0 8. Unial the 1Tth cantury . commercial selations continuad o lnk the nations of Southeast
Ausia momne closely o each edher. The fact that Chinese mfuence reached most of Southeas)
Aia {mainly Java) throwgh maritime irade . nod through conguest or colonizetion. meant that
lpcal wniguenesss ond colture were sl able to be muintuined or simply adapted doe to
encounters with ebier nations (Reid. 2004 175




Figure 3. Cheng Ho/Lheng He's Fourth Vovage 1413-1415
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This relatiomship contimed when China was under the rule of the Mang Dy nasty { 1 368-
Lt A D) when Cleng Ho's culiural and trade expeditions took place . The story of Chieng Ho's
voyage left many amazing historical taces inevery cuntry he passad throwegh {Folch, 20207,
I Indonesas , including Java, there are hstoricad traces of Cheng-Ho's amival. Cheng-Ho, who
weins o witls the nsaides same Ma Sanbao, who lober became Ma Hi from the Hur stlmnacicy
in Yomron, was born int s Chinese Muslion commity. of mazed Mongol-Terkish hlods),
Cheng-Ha was appointed ns the highest commnnder in charge of thousands of servants in the
Palace Howsebold Service (Suryadisata, 2007 |, Cheag Ho also served the emperor as & secret
policeman. Then the emperor gave Cheng Hoamandae 1o kead a seaexpedition o Commander
in Chiet thrauzh o roval decres, along with seveml other emvoys, such as seeretary/seribe Ma
Huanm who was fuent in AEBbic w carry out maritime diplomacy politics. The story of Cheng
Ho's journey is cemained In Ming 3k (hlstory of the Ming Dynasty). Cheng He carred out
seven sea expeditions from 1405 to 1433, Mo then 37 countries were visited on these
voynres: from varinus pors i the archipelago and the Indian Ocean o 5n Lankn, CEilon
1Cewlon], Kocin, Calicw, Oepue. Jeddah. Magadisco, and Malindi ¢ Soryadinata, 2007 |, From
Chaimpa to ledin. Akong the Persaan Gulf amd Bed Sca to the coast of Kenya. See Fig. 3.

Traling cities such w Apurthuya, Makioea, Pasai. Brones, Gresik and Demalk all gained
their prospenty because they were wad o6 bases for tradmg activities by the Chinese in the
curly 1510 century. The swdden change in Ming Dynasty policy left behind o oumber of
important comminites of Chinese traders (often Muslim) i the developing regem {Raid,
20114}, Emperar Ming banned foreign trade, Chinese communitics who were already trading
were stranded in the South. The number and saios were further incrensed by those who could
net refues home after Zhveng He's massive expeditson in 1403 1435 In e end, this community
Formed o treding fee in port cities, such as Gresik amd Demak, Palembang , Malecea, Patan
and Ayuithayn, organizing fmde baged on tribede 40 Ching and forming o trade nefoork
throughout the region (Reid. 2004, The port area, including Gresik, gradusdly ook over the
pslitical and culisral kadership in Lava from the Hindu-Buddhist centers inthe interion of Java.

In relason o Cheng Ho's iransnationdl sovage, Sumanto Al Qurby mentaosed the
term " Sino-lavanese Muslim Cultares” a5 o form of culture that stretched from Bantg, Jekarta,
Cirehon, Semarang, Demak, Jepura, Lasem o Gresik and Surabuaya as s result of Cheng Ho
{and other Chenese Muosling ) vear in Java, The formof Sinoe-Javanese Muoslim Cultures i not
only visible in variouws Eslamic worship buildings whikh show o combination of Javanese,




Eslammac and Chinese elements but also ineludes varous arts and liteeatone. Qurtiby stated that
the peak of the Favanese Islamization process occurred in the [44hoio Dh centories (20030, In
Jmwn, this period of centuries is very impartant becanse itwas doring this period that the process
of strengthening the bases of blam wok place. Islam no longer appears as o sporadic
commuamiy but has become o sincioned society with a Firly pest system, AL that time, an
important historcal milestone appeared i@ava: the Majapahit Kingdom collnpsed, followed
by the cstabdishopent of slamsc Kingdoms on the nocth ooast of Java, contenad in Demak. I the
span of this vear, S Gled o Seeen Prapen mled in Gled Kedanen, Gresik.,

Ming Shi and ¥ing.yai Sheng-lan's historical notes repoet teat the Chinese pegple who
settled in Javi were people from @amton, dhangeou, Quanzhow ond southern China whe left
Chinn and settled in severl poris on the north coast of easiern Java_ especially Tuban, Gresik .
and Surabava (Mills PO Accordams 1o these two texld, miost of the Chinede wha inhabited
thi northern coast of eastern Java ol the beginning of the 15th century lived o very decent life,
embracad Islam and were devout in worship, The existence of Muslim Chanese along the north
const of Java was also witnessed and writlen abowm by the Duich traveler Loedewicks as
recorded by Sonterheim amd Moe Bauns a5 wrinen by Thalal Harb (Suryadinaa, 20075, De
Crrant, o Dudch historian wnting Soerobaja in de China as civil and military employees to
manage Crd Kecdatore (200 1.

The lang-standing isteraction between Chis and Tava bas opened up opportanites. for
changes i varous things, not only in the econemic speet. locol arts amd culiure have also been
affected, Muotwal exchange and influence between Chinese and native peeple encouraged the
emergence of variants of trade commoditics. The manufaciuring centers of north const Jova in
the | 5th century wene centered s Greatk and Serabaya (heonzey, Tuban and Sidaye { pobd). and
Jepars Chonsehold Darpimre) (Beid, 20045, Reid continued that the conceniransm of crfismen
wher otively sell their prodects through o netwoarked morket system tends (o sccur in the former
capatals whene the previous pateon kings were scatod.

The Barpe fole of foreigners and rulers m esde n mos Soutseast Aci cties ensared
that the majorty of trsders mnd ship owners were men (Kemar, Y871 However, there nre a
significant number of local women who join tbese circles and occupy impomant positions. In
e hnl:ur}' ol socio-culiued de#‘-elupt‘uﬂﬂ. In Grestk, there are dso female I'IE_UI.'&. whes hadve
important positions im the sdvancement of trade as well as the process of Islamization in lava,
Manwely, Sfishi Dandengzi or 5 Doe-Jie wlwy woved o Java Trean Palembang {Sriwdfaee and
hacame harbormaster in Gresik, Tan Yeok Seong provides good evidence of how 5§ Doe- e
embraced Islen in tse |5th centary and saized a clubd wla would later become s of the
surdians, Saon Cird. 51 Da-Bie alins Shishi Daniangad was e elde s danghier of an elite mons
Muslin Chiness merchant in Palembang, Shi linging (a Ming Peace Official who was based
in Palembang in 1407, 5i De-Jie lef Palembang for Java im the 10 amd was apposined
Harbor Master of Gresik port by the Majapahin culers from 1438 to 14583, Since then 51 Dae
Jie embraced Bslom med chonged his nome to Ned Pioaited, o also known as Nvai Gede Pioail
o dabe. The appearance of the name Pinatih describes the religions, economic and political
forces that infloenced each other withon the Hindu-Javanese Mappah cosr. Around the
[ 5k, Myal Gede Pinstih beld the positeon of harbormaster of Gresik, eporiedly sending
trading boats oz for as Bali. Makeky and Combedia (Reid, 2004 1940

Dwiring the 16th century o remarksble cultural trnstormation oceurred in the port cities
of northern Javie which at that time were centers of wealth and ideas that avrsceed talented
Javanese. Mosgues asd holy ombs wene buelt with & mixooee of brack and M ajapashar decorarive
art g giant wooden pillars imitaied Jovanese povilions for Islnmse ritunl purposes. The
creativiey of Tavaness stage an was changed or created as a fomm oof replacing the human firm
with a puppet shadow which was adapted so as mot to distury devoul Muslims, (Reid, X34).




Oae Chinese manuscripl mentions wating materals compeled arousd the 12005,
admitting thal there were only 2 countries sutside Ching that slso made paper, nomely Ko
and Java. Jnvenese paper is thick and duorshie with @ length of about § meters. Javanese paper
attracted Chinese afention becaise of its use in convisying stories depicted en serolls and sung
by 3 storyte ler d wapane feber), What mmest have been witnessed was dovamese afaves:, which
is roaigh paper mads by beating and seaking mulberry free fibers, The same fiber matenal is
alse wacd i China (Beid, 2014). Large amowsts of paper froms China were imported into
Southeust Asia around the 1500s, used in Malacca, Java, Siam and Cambodia.

Light Tradition: Sioo-Javanese Muslim Beliel Made Viswal

Whed twe culiuees or civilizatwons inteesct, there aee an least three possibiities: conflict,
peacelul coexistence, or the emergence of a new cubture, Howeser, if you loek af history,
espacially the history of relations bebaeen Ching and surmunding ceuniries, such as Indonesia,
the therd possability s the one that ccurs owsst ofien. The influence of Chinese colture an
Iknesia is very strong and s resulied in culoeral developments which ane @ combination of
locall and Chinese elements . Oine is the tmdstion of fight and lenterns,

The discovery that early poople were adept with fire is among the most sagaifcant in
the annals of human chvilization. Fire was goite helpful for riuals io e beginnng. Allaround
he wiwbd, Fire s regorded as a potent symbol with speniual meaning o several religions amd
belicfs, Consequently. fire is used constantly o variely of religious riles. Seuibeast Asian
relipious customs are included in this, Apni is the name of the fire pod who is revered in
Hinduesm and serves as a mediator of sommumcatiea between huinans ad the gods. Buddhises
s Tire s o wary o cledrme all evil energies, In Islam, Tie i mentioned in e Chrran and i
aften nssocited with punishment i the afterlife for those sho disobey Allah (Ghehi, 200 2,
Fare also symbolizes parafication and is wsed mothe rinal of aoerd; the coemony of waviig a
burning lamp in Safi practice. Fire means punfcaion, rerewal of life, esergy, protection,
wisthility, destruction, a medium for conveying messoges, Fire can symbalize spinitosd power,
transcendence, Muminstion, menifesaion of holiness, breath of life. inspirngkon, and
eolightenment (Muhammad, 3021 107,

Historopraphic records regarding the encounter of Chinese people in montime trade
roimes ail migration o the Southenst Asia region from 1313 w 1430 are recorded in desil in
WP Greepeveldts research emtitled Archipelage in Chimese Motes {Ubasdilluh, 2023),
Lisdirectly, this meenng lefi behind a legacy of Keowledge, both mi social, ecomwmic, religious,
culltueal eomtexis, aml of course the innoduction of Lanem-making coll echookagy s the
Sowthenst Asinn region. Meanwhiie, the vse of viswal elements in paintings shows that the
perspective of the Southesst Asian region has a strong hasis and wnigqee potemial com (i)
the West. One of the inpressive Chinese investions that was spread throughout the world was
the invention of paper and lighting devices {lamems), According to the Combrdge Dictionary,
the word lantern’ refizrs 10 a poriable lighting device, which functions ns a lamp or light source.
The Big bxdosesian Dicteomary detmes o lastem o a leap oe small lamp with 2 glass cover. Iy
ihe begimming. lanierns served s o source of light when elecine lights were nol as cosily
acressibde pe they sre today. Troditional kutems in the eady phase nsed simple technolagy in
the borm of wa or oily wicks. This light source is capable of providimg wesk Hpht, therefore
it must be proceceed with a cover 1o avold wind blowing which prevents the five s a light source
froes dimuming sl posng oul. Lanterns have Dong ostorscal eoods. I ds estimatsd that ihe
tradition of installing lonterns has existed in mainland China since the Xi Hon Dynosty, around
he 3od cencury AL The emergence of lanierns almost coincided with the imeoduction of paper-
making techniques. Rachel Deason in "A Brief History of Chanese Lanterns” suid that lamtems
originadly had a simple parpose, namely as a source of light GZhamg, 20081,




Flgure 4. Various ancwnt lanterns from Ching

{Source; Hritish Libruny)

The emergence of lanterns almost codncided with the emergence of paper-making
technigues, s many lanterns use paper as therr row materiad, Teaditional Clienese Lusberns aee
divided mio three types, mamely Paloce Lantern {royval lantem ), Gauze Lantem {papes lantern).
and Shapdoe-picture Lontern | shadoow-picture lantem) (The LT team, 20220, Chinese lantems
are o traditional craft that dates bock thousands of years pad bave been wsed to light up the
nighe. Theonghour hisiory, Butems in Ching lsve cmme inoa varety of siyles, types, amd
fumetions and hivve been wed in & variety of soys, Lantems con be flowmn info the sky, hung in
fromt of dogas, placed imdoors, fioated oo mwvers, or matalled in seligious places. Tn gencral,
lamterns functson as Hehting, a mednim for prayer, celebratbons, s1ats symbols, guiding spiras,
a5 decoration, a5 8 mediam for education or religions leaming as well a5 pureky for
cotertminment {Zhung, 26225, People from the Easiern Han Dynasty (25-230 AE) mude Llantiermn
frames frorm bamboo, wood, or wheat strw. Then put a candle in the misddle o swech silk
or pap@over it s that the flame will ot be Blown away by the wind., In Later times, Buddhist
stk dcbopred Tanterms as part ol teir worship misl o the 15th day of te Tirst month of the
lonar calendar (The editors of Encyclopaedin Britarmica.. 20235, On the emperor's ondars,
pecple rined 0 the sicual and 15t lentems in honoe of the Buddha asd carmed them toihe patace
in Luoyang. During the Tang Dyaasty (01E-007), the pructice mirmesd o o Gestival, which is
=il celebmied every year, 5o, Chinese lontern and lamtem testivals basically onginated in the
Han dynsssy and then soon spread throaghowt te warld.

Part of the Goresik area consasts of bamen, and land and kard Himeseose hills, makog i
impossible forthe Gresik population to become an sgranan society. Rice and vegetable farming
which require sufficient soil and water will not grow i Gresik. Field farmers culoivabe dry
crogs. This is what encourages the recidents of Gresik we make a living as ceafismen snd waders.
Al the end of the [9h century , seme Gresik peeple bad grown into small capitalisis relying on
home industry and trode which were mever replaced by other professions, Even Sunan Girl and
Nyi Ageng Pmatih, one of the important figures from Gresik, set on exomple ps religinss
figures as well as successful raders { Zaneddin, 20010, A= s charsmatic lgure, Susan Gin i
ahle o becnme & e moded among the surrounding conmmomity. 5o che enacity of te strogele
for fite of the people of Sunon Gin's era still continues 1o this day, Entreprencurship aind
meligiosily color the characier of the Gresik people. Entreprencurship remains widespread not
only interms of cultivating pod products such as the malkfih maket. but also includes other




busimesses, such as pottery, leather, metal, woven pandan, sarongs, mats, shullcaps, wilfeng (a
kinad of trasditienal headband ), and Damar Kerong Bntem cralts (SeeFig, 5.

Figure 5. Damar Karung Lantern

i Sovrce: Domar Kumng Institwe, Gresik 2007)

In Gresik, Damar Kerung lantems developed in the [%h century, duning the Soothesst
Ao maritime trade rowte. whese Gresak was a leading porr sty at et tise. The Domar
Kouriang lantern from Cresik iz made from col bamboo srips and covered with paper, shaped
like o block with o trisngulor crown ® the top, Meanwhile, ench side is equipped with
lbustrations that divede the story into 4-12 chagters, These dllustrazns goscerally convey slvss
andd messages aboul communioy activities, Damar Kuring kas become a culiueal rradition for
Muslim residents in Gresik to welcome 'Eailend Gadar' by hanging Damar Kemng in front of
the howse, Ladlend Qoder’ s a very special night im the lslomic religion. This night i
corsidened o sght full of blessings, whene Allah SWT sends down His angels and determines
all mutters of this world and the hereafter, The might of Leilamd Qadar only oceurs in the month
of Rpmadan, s there will be many who want 0 hunt 10 ger pewanbs from this blessed nigh,
The scholurs observe the night of Ladood Cadar on the odd night of the last 10th day of the
hasly ancinth of Baweaderm such as the 21st, 235, 25th, 27th and 29ch.

Cosmipared with the |lantem virins foom China, thene s aothing really siomilar e the
Darar Kurang lantern. However, art and visual culture can sl be tmced from other anifacts
that comein culural elemens Trom Chins and Is8dam. As o the design of the Quean manuscripl.
Quranic manuscnps have been faithfully copeed foe centucies, displaying diverse styles
colligraphy ond illomination, often reflecting their ploce of orgm and time of production
iBaker, 2007). Beautifving the mamescripts of the Qur'an can be considered an oot of religioos
devotion. Every effort 1w copy and beautify the Al-Queran manuscript is also meaningful as an
cifon o buik! coltural entity, A research projed Tunded by the Botish Academy entitled
Izlgm, Trade snd Politics in the Indian Ocean. which ran from 2008 fo0 2002, aimed o
investigute all pspects of relotions between the largest power in the Middle Esst, namely the
Ohoman empire, and the Mueslim states of the Malay archipelago in Southeast Asia in the last
five centuries. This research project procuced twae books, oie of which dicusses colture and
intellectuals in producing Al-Qur'an monuscripts. It discusses ond displays very beautiful
ancien manuscripes of the Chinan, a5 well as describing ihe differences in each design style
bareed om the region where the manuscnpt was produced. These are fowr man categories of Al
Quran in Southeast Asia: Bast Coast of the Malay Peninsula, Aceh, Java and the Philippines-




Mindanao Begion {Gallep, 2021 ). The main charactenstics of manseeipts from Aceh include:
(1) Rectongelar outlines that extend sbove and below the boundaries of the test blocks, (2
Arches abowve and below the tzxt blocks in the form of bollow agival domes, (33 Use of red,
black and white. and {4) The main decorative features are lefl white to contrast the exlorsd
hak-kgromnd (Gallop, 20211, See Fig, 6,

Figure 6. Mlunioated frames at the start of a Qur'an from Acch, ca. 18204,

1Source; British Library)

This iz differenst from the Fasvanese manuscripts, which have their own stylistic
characteristaes. The main foatures of the Javanese Quir'an are: (1) The design of ooe side of the
papre s enactly symmerrical e the other side of the pape. (25 The decoration is slong all lowr
=ides of the pape, nod three sides as In olher Sowhenst Asian monusenpts £ 2) The ose of indigo
fa trade commodity cultivated by the Duacch in the 18005 16 meet Ewropean demaisd), and (4)
The svr sign on the edge, which was ised as @ idication fioe prosicsnnn {Ciallop, HEkbp, As
shown in Fig. 7. There is one moterial aspect that indicotes s mpnuseript of the Qur'on oniginates
Trom Tava, namely the use of locally produced Javanese paper or dlnwang. which is made from
the bark of the mulberey tree, Browsenetia papyrfers, Novang i echabeally clssified as
bark cloth or tope, not paper, becouse it is not mode from the dry residue of o water-based
sodution, There ame indicarions that in earlier perods, before the T80 cemury, dhvweng hail
heen exported from lava threaghoot the srchipelagoe or even made locally on other ilands,
because the Qur'an written on alwaarg has been found as far away as Ternate (Callop, 2021 ).
Hirwever, with the incresing avalabiliny through the Burepean taeke of higher quakity gaper,
the use of diuwang oulside Java pppenrs 1o hove waned. Therefors, the use of dlowang in the
Chur'an can e considered a reliabde indicsior of Javansse origins,




Figure 7. Decorated dosle frames i ced and black ink, at the start of & Char’an Frean Java,
I Bth-carly 19h century.

{Source; British Library)

The Chinese af peoduced Al-Chiran manusceipts with uniguee characteristics throwgh
the e o calligrraphy . Islamic an began 1o apear in Chis during the Tang Dyaasty inthe Tt
@ntury and then during the Yuan and Ming Dynasties (AI-Mannai, 2021), Sine-Islamic art is
displaved in many dn:cnr.lwﬂykue,whldt udt:uﬂ:ﬂwuurdmhutwmﬂmw
wirkis as part of 1he :tltlm]udm#hﬂwm East and West, The Chinese Quran was
produced in several different volumes. The seript wsed is o variation of mubagqer md is written
ina way that suggests the pnl sbrokes arc thuﬂlﬂ]@j (Welch, 1979 h
s ofien referred 10 as Sini (‘Chinese’) Arabic. Uhrmimition and decoration have the s
function in all Qurans, namely te beautify them, but in Chinese Quran monuscripts the
iffuence of local siyle amd culiure is clearly visible, withour vicdaing Iskimie practices in
ﬂed'-i.l'l (Sims-Willinms, 30 17) . The adapeation of cymbals that are common in everyday life
in Chinese art and culture is very striking in the appearance of the Al-Qur'an mansscrpt. As
sezan il Uhe opening of the e of te | Tih century Ad-Qur'an, b Lantern moril becomes a visdal
emphasis for the text of the Al-Quran. As shown in Fig, 8,9 and 0. Th@gantern strocture is
outlined in gold und aranged in 4 rectangle drrwn with double red lines. ‘['hl:impm.im of 4
Chinese kantem s further enhanced by hmguugmmnhﬂah on 1he oulsade of the
sructurs . Islamis teachings probibit the worship of kols and forbid depictions of humans and
animals, especinlly in religious contexts. Therefore, when illusiraing nagore. Islamic anises
turned b flowers or other shapesisymbols, as shewn in this lantern painting. Calligraphy an
allse decorates many Al-CQur'an manescripts, This is not surprising because initially China was
the first to discover high quality paper and pens with fine hairs, =0 that the an of Chinese
colligraphy was much liked by other nations, including forms of Islomic enlligraphy im the
Cur'an.




Figure B, The decorated final text openiizz with bantem motif from a sevensteentl-contury
Duran,

{Source: British Library)

Figmre 9. Holy Cherun in [sbmie Chiness Calligrophy by RMing Dinnsty (15368 - 1644,
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(S ource: fotografisislamaricnie.comib




Figure 10 Holy Quran i 1slamee Chisese Calligrapby 11387172536 AD

$ U4

CSomrce: REpssiwww chrisies comiendonion 5881 382)

Based om the previoas explanation of the design of the Al-Cur'an mamuscrpt. it can be
observed thar the [ma Korung lanteen has similanties {especially in the cross-sectional
structuse of the lantern) with the design of the Al-Cher'an manuscripts from Java and China
fespecially on the edge/bonder of the text), It is rectangular mshape with the top (or diom)
couipped with o trisngabir chope. 5o, i does et mole out the possibility that Damar Kerung is
an artistee and colueel aitiface resalting feoon mcetings and sccultwratinn beoween Chiness
i grands sl Javinese people. Accomling o the oral tradition of e Cresik people, Danor
Bourang B belisved o hove exided sines the 1#b century when Suner Frapes (the pext
gencration of Swwan Giedy eeigned ar e Kedkiiomr, Tradicsonal paintings froim e 18005

depicring the fugure of Pronce DNpomegore show the presence of a lamer simdlar o Damar
Kurung. See Fig, 11

Figure 11, Prince Dipooegero Painting by anomy mows Javanese artist

{Source: hopssddrive google comTilesd! TEDC Dk b U dw e MFrL R u Qb TR =3k SFOTR L view)




Dramiar k:lh'l.l'l;_.‘;_ = e of the raditsonal wrtiste neles of the ancestors of the Geessk
people in the form of decorative lanterns, The paintings that decorte Damar Korung depict the
civilization and fife of the Gresik people. Koeshandar {2004: 58) defines Damar Kurung as
"dhrarar' 15 o lampilizht and “teeeng is o frame. S0 Damar Ewreng s a ghting device that as
tromed i such & way as 0 become o lintem, which I= II'-1I-iI|i',l' it when the sun bepins to set or
Just hefore the Maghrit prayer. Damar Kurong crafis are made to entertain childres who sre
weasting fou the arnval of goawih prayess during the moisth of Rerwcker. Damar Buning as part
of the Eust Jovenese traditional fne ans is o syecretic resul of various ethnicities and culiunes
between Chinese. lslamee and Javanese colture. (ften the paintings contaem mythological
meanings, sugns of meral messages through metephors, sesthetic language amd the form of
=ymbnls that decorbe each side of the lantemn.

Dy Bouruing is genecally vsed by the Geesik people i the process of cleaning their
Family's ancestrl graves, which is called the pealisan in@@tion or megergan or gvadran or
Fwaia, Padusen or siegengon of mwndran oF adeobed I8 8 mditiopal saRean ceremony
held every year during the menth of Ramadan o honor the spoits of ancestors who have passed
Away (bl ing 20280, The {iresik |h;1|1|:||r Belae vir that [xamar FZmllng TuncTeoms sis i |ighr for
people whio have died and their sparits are still considered alive and living tempomrily in the
grave or, a5 a leimgoray calm before enterng the afteslife. According o Javanese
undersianding, the *ip-:rih af those who bave died wamder around ther himes, they stell have
coitact with thear leving famuly. From here, the rdition of clesning the village emerged,
including clesming the graves. accompanied by giving oflferings. For podesay perposes, the
light of Chwmar Kuring is considered 1o be the pereonification of the decensed . Sothat the fire
dawes got dee, the fire is coitalnedipeptoected in a lontern.

Figure 12, Masmundori nnd Damar K arang

(Source: Darnar Kurung Institute )

The armisl was Masmundar: {P9-2005), She was wery old when she :h."Tl'l.'E‘I}' e
Damar Kurung, but her persistence in making this visual art bed to Cimar Kunong beeoming
the potional intangible heritige of the Republic of Indosesin in 2007 The beswy and
uniguensss of Damar Kurung fies in the puatings that decorate each =ide of the lentern, Onthe
sover there ore various pictures, The imsges sonsist of flat homan figures like pappet shadsow




dwaryang kulit] visuals with te theme of dee duly activites of tse Geesik peaple. The visual
Foarmes dhist Musmmdan paints dienot eooenize perspective (Koehandari, 20091, Al the objects
in the picture are painted ioorow 1o the side orshified upaands osing dividing lines s dividers
between scencs. Masmundars uses fodd colosing (sembe) to colos cach object in her paintings .
The color characterstics ane bright, even and withoul gradation, On the empty image area,
arraw svmbols, zig Zag lines and three dots are pointed which indicate moving objects in the
immage. Rhythm and movement in paintieg can be séentificd through cipeessive images, such
as g ey lines, three dots and avmoows, The zip 2o line at the wp of the picure area’on the ool
indicates that the sceme takes place in the eveningnight. Pmat tree is a visuahization of the
sound eche (noise) produced from the contents, Meanwhile, the wrows are a visenlization of
the movement of airfwind circolotion, wseally also indicating thai the scepe occurs
cutdoorsiextenor |Davar Kurang lsstsmte, 20065, The bussan 1] gares that Mossidan deaws
are human figures carrying oul varks daily sctivities with astylized stvle ke that of wayvemg
Lulif o1 vgueng beher, Masmumdan also aften drasvs objects in the form of animals, but this &=
lmited o pouliey  (chickens o birds) and  occaswomsally  borses  (for pulling
carriagesimlinguins), Plans, especally trees, are often drawn as symbols des limin the
dimensioms of spoce, The imeages of trees and plants i the Damar Koring puanting indicate
that the sceme in the puinting takes place in an open'ciicrior space.

In her creanive process, Masmusdart has g drawing seyle thar is relaved o the desiced
Tormsar lines, There are two types of foemats, samely Helds and formbines. The field defines a
differcnt time and space ineach sequence, with a top-down viewing direction for sicred themes
and botfom-up viewing for profane story themes. Meanwhile, the formline determines the
characteristues of cach imoge object. by displaving the chasoctesistics of cach seguence so that
it ean be 1o, For stories witly ssered themes, each sequence leis o viewing direction froen lell
e right (presavyal, wheress tor profane story themes you can stanl from any direction. with
ary  wiewing  divcction, because cach sequence al one time contains scveral evenls
iR oeshandan 2009 5. The principles and onganization of the format in Damar Kuming paintings
are absolate 5o that every image object in the pointing can be told, Each Dominr Kuring painting
with an area of apgrocimaicly 40 1 M cm i wsually divided inwo 342 sequences. Bhinting
techaiques Hie those used by Masmundan are believed 10 ke raditional know leadge that s
been passed down from generation to genertion, Where the choracteristics of the paintings arc
Pepael of the visoal aris o in Eastem civilization Cinclading China),

Baoth Masmundses and buslim peinters or designers of Qur'inic texts have something
i comsmon in producing ar they do oot ignore the dimension of emptiness even though @
couled be wsed wonderlully, nor 3o they ignore the basis ofhree-dimensiond perspective
(Oikoshs, 1977: 4649). They vse viruel representations and rely on the inteliectunl trath of things
weithinsl being bowsd co time, spece. or viswa reality. They have 3 tendency o rely on & two-
dimensional vacoum oo create flatness throughost their designs. But at the same tme it also
combines with emptiness (Al-Anin, 2000; 17}, Domar Kurung paintings and Al-Quar'ami
manuscript designs both avoid the rles of three-dimensional perspective, and are devoid of
light apd shadow. Tley use a distinetive drategy o crests asense of depih. pamely by enlarging
ihe represenied character, meanmg the more impodsd the charmcier s, The figures are
mpresemied in o two-dimensienal vacuum without congidering the prnciples of perspective.
Another way i by shifting the ohjects behind evenly ower the design plane. This results m o
compes and wnique viseal organisstion of o fla scene, which distimguishes it from the
characieristics of Western visual am works (Alam, [982: 241).

Because of the beauty and uniqueness of Masmundari's Damar Kurang @h 2020, Roger
Mebson throogh the Mational Gallery Singapore published & book cotithed 'Whodem An of
Southenst Asia: Introdactions from A e 2 and iscloded Masmundan's name m it The book
attemprs o record the First modern works of art in the Southenst Asi region with a transnist onal




approach w nareating te history of the. segeon through 50 key idess mvelving more than 3}
examples of works of art, Melson includes the name Masnmdan, maesteo artist Damar Keneng
from Gresik disirict os one of the artists who represents crft technigues g owell ns painting
veith visual narcatives in at peactice {2030 30},

Comdusion

An mol only functions as a creative expression Dor the anist, but an s alse sble m
copture the collective memaery of a society and reflect s changing values and culiure. A can
b & lnnguage shared between different individuals, nations ond caltunes, At hes the sbility to
make immigrant voices heand . The arts help people to articelate their own svalues and beliefs
Wl e betrer upderstanding e values and belefs of otwera. The phenomenon of Siso-lavanese
Muslim Cultures throwgh visual anls shews that Chinese immizrants and kecal residents
{lavanese) once lived side by side peacefully in Indonesia betore their harmonrkas el ationship
veis Tinally destrowed by the Dutch and the Mew Osdeér regime. More than that, theu hammomy
wits mol oy demonstrated by the iransformation of Tavanese-Chinese cullure, bai also
pemetrted the world of afstic practice. Pamar Korong lamtems and Al-Cursn manescripts
with a calligraphac approach are mamfestoteom of Sino-Javasese Muoslun Cuolwees that
gocured m Ciresik. Clhilnese immagrnis came witlh therr imventam, Encewiadee and technolngy
regarding paper {dliwang) piving Indomesm the opportunity o develbop wrtien an and culture,
which was mitially limited 1o ol cultere. The historieal jowmey of Chinese immigranis and
their imipact in socio-cultural sepects shows that Chinese people in Indonesia are nod ‘new
pecple’ or Frecignesd'. but ase part of the Repulilic of ladonesia
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